SMALLPOX AND VACCINATION
duced disease was true smallpox, and,
therefore, inoculated persons frequently
served to spread the disease to others.
Then, too, the infection sometimes ran
a typical and fatal course. Unsatisfac-
tory and dangerous as it was, it offered
immunity at a comparatively small risk.
Since the introduction of vaccination,
however, the practice of inoculation has
been abandoned.
Isolation. The next step in the struggle
to control the disease was the isolation
of the patient. The contagiousness of
smallpox was early recognized, and it
was reasoned that by removing a case
from contact with others, a source of in-
fection was stopped. So it is, but it
must be remembered that the disease is
communicable and requires isolation be-
fore it is apparent that it is smallpox.
Furthermore, where the disease is mild,
little or no notice is taken of it until the
infected one has had opportunity to in-